
 

 

 

Newsletter 1 October 2022 

The summer holidays seem like a long time ago now. It has been lovely seeing all the children back in school looking so 

smart in their new uniform and there is such a positive atmosphere in the classes, the children seem to have settled in 

extremely well. I hope everyone can enjoy their well deserved half term break.  

Staffing update—Mrs Dawson 1SD teacher starts her maternity leave this week. We all wish Mrs Dawson the very best and 

await her exciting news.  

Mrs Turnbull—Teaching Assistant / ELSA will be leaving on Friday 21st October to go to a job in another school. We all wish 

her the very best and thank her for all her hard work at Bitterne CE Primary. Mrs Turnbull will be greatly missed.   

Mrs Stay has been a Teaching Assistant at what was Bitterne Infants and then primary school for 26 years and will be 

retiring on the 10th November. She has made a positive difference to hundreds of children while working at the school and 

will be greatly missed.  We wish her all the very best.  

Love, Trust and Forgiveness 

Our core Christian values underpin all we do in school - ‘Love, Trust and Forgiveness’.  All staff work hard to behave in a 

loving, trusting and forgiving way, and teach what this means to the children.  It helps lead to a respectful environment 

around school built on strong positive relationships. As parents, we ask you to also  subscribe these values, regardless of 

your own faith background. This is what makes Bitterne CE Primary distinctive and special. 

We hope that we won’t have to use these polices in future, as we ask all parents to also behave in a loving, trusting and 

forgiving manner when talking to our staff. If a member of staff is not treated with respect we will refer to our policy.  Even 

when things have not gone to plan, we will always listen and work with parents to try and find a constructive way forward 

rather than having threats and abuse aimed at staff.  Click to see our Community Abuse and Threatening Behaviour 

Policy  

 

Year 6 Cake sale  I just wanted to say a huge thank you to Amelie, Harley and Somaya in Year 6 for putting together a bake 

sale recently to raise money for Cancer Research UK. They managed to raise £75.50 in total. They would like to also thank 

the parents, students and teachers that all helped make this fundraising event successful.  The children are an inspiration to 

Reading Books and Reading Log Books 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are now well settled into our new 
Phonics (Early Reading scheme)- Little Wandle. Each week the 
children will bring home a book that matches to the phonics that 
they are learning in school.  The children need to bring this book 
to school as they work with an adult using the book 3 times per 
week.  The reading logs are a way to keep track of how much the 
children are reading at home.  The minimum expectation is that 
the reading log will be filled in at least 3 times a week to show 
what reading has been done at home.  The children will bring 
home fiction and non-fiction books from school.  Younger children 
may choose a library book that interests them that they want  to 
share with an adult, who reads it to them.  

Safeguarding  We work hard to make sure 

that every child is safe and happy in 

school. Every school must have a 

‘Designated Safeguarding Lead’ (DSL).  

Mr Peterson is the DSL for Bitterne CE 

Primary. There are also 5 Deputy DSLs if  

Mr Peterson is not in school. They are 

Miss Allen, Mrs Bailey, Mr May, Mr 

Precious and Mrs Horan.  Two of our 

governors also have specific responsibility 

for safeguarding, they are Matt Proctor 

and Herman Trepesch.  

https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/policies/
https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/policies/


 

 

 

 

School Meals – reminder  

Every child in Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 is entitled to a free school dinner each day. We hope as many children as     

possible will have a school dinner every day.   The cost of a school dinner in KS2 is £2.50 per day. This is excellent value 

for money in order for your child to have a balanced and nutritious lunch.   The only way to pay is online. Please ask at 

the office for details for you to set up your account. All meals must be paid for in advance– only in an emergency will 

the school provide a meal without payment to ensure no child is without food. If you think you might be entitled to 

Free School Meals , please check your eligibility with Miss Horan (Business Manager)  

The new winter menus will be available online from Monday 24/10/2022 - City Catering Winter menu 

After half term, there will be new menus—there will be the usual blue– meat and yellow– vegetarian options along with 

a daily Jacket potato option and a new packed lunch option. Please look out for the letter and more details being sent 

out. This gives the children more choice and we hope that more children who are entitled to a free school dinner will 

have a school dinner every day.  

If your child has had a change in their special dietary needs, please let the office know. 

Health update 

Has anything changed with your child’s health recently? Please let us know so we can update our records. 

As the teachers are now getting to know the children well, sometimes they raise a concern over hearing or 

sight. Even if they have been tested before, things can change and can really affect a child’s learning. Class 

teachers will contact you, if they have any concerns, for you to sign a referral form for the school nurse to 

check hearing and eyesight. 

Break time snacks– reminder  

In Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 the Government funds 

a piece of fruit or vegetable each day for every 

child at break time.  

Children in KS2 may bring their own healthy snacks 

from home such as fruit, vegetable or fruit/grain 

bars. However these should not contain nuts. 

Please do not send in snacks that are high in sugar 

or include chocolate.  

Scooters , bikes and cars 

We ask that children who cycle or scoot to school do not 

ride their scooter or bike on the playground at the start 

or end of the day.  

Scooters and bikes can be stored on site in the racks and 

must be securely chained  

Thank you for your continued support with our success-

ful School Street. We are looking  for volunteers  at the 

start and end of the day. Please ask grandparents too, if 

they can help. Thank you  

Mobile Phones   

Children are not allowed mobile phones in school.  

If your child is in Y5 or Y6 and they walk home on their 

own, for safety, the children may bring a mobile phone. 

The use of the phone on the way to and from school is the 

responsibility of the parent. Please remember that most 

phones now connect to the internet, so restrictions would 

be needed.   

Phones must be labelled and handed to the office at the 

start of the day and collected at the end of the day.  

Your child will be given a parental  and pupil agreement 

form to sign. 

The lunchtime team are here to help 

Mrs Baldwin and Mrs Kitcher are our Senior Lunchtime 

Supervisors. They can be contacted via the office email. 

Each Key Stage have their own allocated lunch  supervi-

sors. These are the same people each day  and they are 

getting to know your child well as they eat and play.  

https://www.citycateringsouthampton.co.uk/schoolmenus


Attendance 

Each term, I will continue to meet with Lauren Brown,  our new Education Welfare Officer, to review the attendance 

across the school, but in particular any child whose attendance is below 90%. The Government continues to classify 

any child with attendance below 90% as a ‘persistent absentee’. Lauren and I will look at the reasons for absence and 

it may be that we phone you to look at how your child’s attendance can improve. If there are  a number of unauthor-

ised absences, (days off with no reason given by a parent) a penalty notice referral may be made. We may also ask 

our EWO to make a door-step visit, if we have not been able to get a reason for  an absence. This is why it is so     

important to let the school  know if your child is unwell  by 9.30am at the latest.  If at any time you have concerns 

over your child’s health, sleep, behaviour etc please speak to us as a referral to the school nursing team or other   

professionals may help.  

Holidays in term time As you know our policy, in line with Government expectations, is that all requests for leave in 

term time will be refused unless they are exceptional circumstances why the leave cannot be during school holidays.  

I do not want to have to refer our parents for a penalty notice for unauthorised holiday, but this is what will happen 

upon your child’s return to school. Where the threshold is met (5 days of unauthorised absence)  a penalty notice is 

currently £60 per child, per parent. Please check the school holiday dates before booking your holiday. If a leave   

request for holiday is likely to result in a penalty notice referral, you will be informed of this  in writing as a response 

to your leave request form.   

Punctuality  Please ensure your child arrives to school on time.  The entry gates close  and class doors close at 

8.40am. It is important that your child is in class in time to hang up their coat and choose their lunch option, this is 

also  a time when children meet and greet their friends before the start of the day. When your child arrives late to 

school through the office they miss key input and information for the day. If your child is late more than once in a 

week or a few times over several weeks, we will send you an email about the importance of being on time and the 

impact this has had on your child.  

Our revised policy reflects the latest DFE guidance on attendance which came into force in September 2022 

Please click to read the full policy—Attendance and Absence Policy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting your child’s needs 

Special Educational Needs and Disability– SEND. Mrs Bailey is our Assistant Head for Inclusion (SENCO) and Miss     

Stephenson is our Assistant SENCO. If you are ever concerned about your child’s academic, social or emotional learning 

and progress over time, please make an appointment to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mrs  Bailey or Miss         

Stephenson.  Our Local Offer for SEND is  published on our website for information.  

Pupil Premium   If you are entitled to certain benefits such as Income Support or Job Seekers Allowance your child may 

be eligible for ‘Free School Meals’ at KS2 and Pupil Premium. This is extra funding that the school gets from the        

Government to raise overall achievement and meet the needs of the children. Miss Allen will be sending out our  

‘pledge’ to parents eligible for Pupil Premium after half term. If you think you might be eligible, or your circumstances 

have changed, and you are in receipt of Universal Credit,  please speak to Mrs Horan in the office. We can do a simple  

discreet check for you. We just need your National Insurance number and date of birth. 

Christmas Dinner  and Christmas Jumper day  

There will be a special Christmas dinner for the children on Friday 9th December. – more details of the 

menu and how to book will follow after half term.  Friday 9th December will also be Christmas Jumper Day 

(non uniform) for anyone who wishes to take part.  Rather than bringing money to school, please donate to 

the national campaign, if you wish to.  You can find more details about this campaign on the Save the       

Children website. 

https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/policies/


Behaviour update Miss Allen (Deputy Head Teacher) is responsible for leading on behaviour in the 

school. There is a copy of the latest Behaviour and Anti Bullying Policy on the website.  

The whole school ethos behind the policy is to manage behaviour in a positive way to ensure all      

children feel safe, are happy and able to learn well. We do need the continued support of parents and 

carers in making sure the policy works.  

If at any time you have any concerns over your child’s behaviour either in school or at home or are 

worried about the behaviour of another child or bullying, please speak to Miss Allen at an early stage 

so that we can all work together to bring about positive changes swiftly.    

Contact details and communication —This is extremely important  

We send all of our communications via email to the registered address we have on our systems      
therefore it is vital that we have your most up to date email address.  If you would like to      
update your details then please let the office know or send the updated information to              
info@bitterneceprimary.net  
 
If the communication from school needs a reply slip or a form completed then we will send this 
as a link to be completed online.  
 

Please ensure that you check your emails for updates on a regular basis.  Please also check 
your junk email just in case our emails divert into there. 

 

If we need to send you an urgent message, then we will send this information via email but   
also with a text.  

If your child becomes unwell in school, we will need to contact you urgently. To do this we 
need your most up to date phone contact details. Please make sure we have the most up to 
date phone numbers for all listed contacts. We must have at least 2 current contacts for   
every child.   If your child has visited the medical room for a minor injury then we will send you 
a text to inform you about this just after the end of the school day.  If the injury is more serious 
we will contact you immediately by telephone.  

Volunteering in school 

We would be delighted  to welcome more parent volunteers in school.  This could be to hear      

children read, general support, grounds tidying etc.  Before you start, Mrs Horan will meet with you 

to go through our policies and expectations of a volunteer in a school setting along with a   safe-

guarding induction.  Please also ask grandparents if they would like to volunteer too.  

Football teams Y5/6 Thank you to Mr May and Mr Hunter for restarting our Boys’ and Girls’ football teams. 

The children are playing with such passion and respect.  

Boys– Springhill 3— 0 Bitterne CE,  Oakwood 0– 1 Bitterne CE, Calmore 8– 0 Bitterne CE, Springhill 1-0 

Bitterne CE, Oakwood 1-0 Bitterne CE, Calmore 2– 0 Bitterne CE 

Girls– Moorlands 0-6 Bitterne CE, Townhill 1-0 Bitterne CE, Kanes Hill 0-3 Bitterne CE, Thornhill0-1 Bitterne 

CE 

mailto:info@bitterneceprimary.net


Harvest  Service  Thank you to Miss Allen, and Tony and  Barry from Holy Saviour Church. 

 It was lovely to have our first Harvest Service together in the Church since October 2019.  The singing was 

amazing and the children reading  and leading prayers did so with such confidence as we usually do. Thank you 

to all our families who were able to make an online donation to the City Mission or to the Namalemba Hospital 

Appeal.  https://www.holysaviour.church/harvest-2022/ 

We will restart having a donation box for dry food / tins/ toiletries  in the main office. This will run all year 

round (not just for harvest). We will make sure any donations from parents get to City Mission—so they can be 

given to local  families who need them. Please just add a tin or two to your weekly shop to donate, if you are 

able to do so.  

Children in Need Friday 18th November. This will be a non uniform day  for a donation, if you are able to do 

so. You can either bring cash to school or donate online through the charity's website.  

Learning out and about  

Year 4  recently did a coastal study  at Stubbington. They enjoyed their geography and were respectful            
ambassadors for the school. Thank you to the parents who offered to help on the trip.  

School Council—children in every class voted for the School Councillor and Deputy School Councillor. Year R 

children will vote nearer to Christmas.  

1SD  Kacey D and Jack P   1SH  Arthur C and Elsie N  

2B  Aaliyah– Mai D and Kai C  2W  Florence T and James C 

3S  Jubilee P and Jerzy K  3J  Abigail F and Alfie O 

4BW  Jessica B and Tommy K  4C  Justin L and Ivy H 

5MC  Julia B and George S  5W Maisey C and Archie R 

6P Samir E and Scarlett B  6S Ava C and Jack T 

   Willow Esme P and Thomas H  

House Captains— The children in each house group  have voted for their Y6 Captain ( C ) and Vice Captain 

(VC) 

Brook—Scarlett  B (C ) and Alice Iles ( VC) 

Brownlow— Matilda S (C ) and Ibrahim N ( VC)  

Maytree— Samuel N (C ) and Samir E ( VC)  

Pound—Laurah C-B (C ) and Lim L ( VC)  

Bitterne Friends PTA lives on !  
 
I am extremely pleased that the Bitterne Friends United PTA will continue after the recent EGM.  Thank you 
to the 27 parents who attended and offered to make us the widercommittee.  A huge thank you to the new 
committee for stepping forward.  
 
Steve Jones as Chair, Kelly Sinclair and James Muehlnickel– Joint treasurer and Alison Lewis as Secretary 

The first event will be a PTA disco on Friday 2nd December.  


