
 

 

 

Newsletter no. 4 February 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Incredibly, we are now at the half way point of the year. It only seems a short while ago that we were welcoming 

our new Year R children in September. Now they are so settled and used to school and making superb progress.  

 

I do love being the Headteacher of Bitterne CE Primary. It is such an amazing place to work, and I am so proud of 

the staff team who work incredibly hard to ensure your child’s experience in school is the best it can be.  The 

children are a delight, and it is lovely seeing how they progress academically, socially and emotionally.  

The relationships in school, based on our core Christian values, are so strong as all children and adults work to 

behave in a loving, trusting and forgiving way.  

The last few years have been very challenging both in and out of school, and I have made the extremely difficult 

decision to resign as Headteacher of Bitterne CE Primary at the end of this academic year (July 2023).  

I know I will miss the children, staff and parents enormously but after nearly 16 years as Headteacher, I feel it is 

the right time for me to leave.  I will  continue to do my very best in leading the school until July in order to 

ensure that all our children feel safe, are happy and are learning well.  

The governors are working hard to appoint my replacement  for September 2023 and will keep you all updated 

on developments.  

Thank you all for your continued support  

Mr Andy Peterson  

  

 Staffing update   

Mrs Hatch,  who has worked as a Teaching 

Assistant at the former Bitterne CE Infant and 

now Primary School for 32 years has made the 

decision to retire on 24th February.  We all wish 

Mrs Hatch the very best  for her retirement.  

Mrs Heenan, who works as a Teaching Assistant, 

will be leaving on 21st February. We all wish Mrs 

Heenan the very best for the future.  

A huge thank you to Mrs Hatch and Mrs Heenan 

for all their hard work in supporting our children 

over the years. They will both be greatly missed.  

Welcome back to Mrs Rasiak ,who we are 

delighted has returned to work as a Teaching 

Assistant, following her maternity leave.  

Remaining INSET days this academic year  

 Friday 17th March 2023 

 Friday 26th May 2023 

Extra Coronation bank holiday—school closed  

Monday 8th May 2023 

September 2023 INSET days  

Monday 4th September 2023 

Tuesday 5th September  2023 

School opens for children on Weds 6th September.  

Proposed INSET days for 2024 

Tuesday 2nd January 2024 

Friday 15th March 2024 

Friday 24th May 2024 



 

Southampton City Mission– we are very grateful for the continued support of the City Mission 

team who come into school to help deliver exciting learning linked to the children’s RE units. Year R 

and Year 4  have enjoyed working with City Mission this half term.  

Up coming dates 

YR Living Eggs arrive Monday 20th Feb 

YR Farm in school  Tuesday 21st Feb 

Y2 Seacity Museum comes to Bitterne  Tues 21st  Feb 

Y1 Milestones Museum Weds 22nd Feb  

World Book Day Friday 3 March–  come dressed in book 

character costumes (non uniform)   

‘Big walk and Wheel’ week wb 20th March  

Year 5 Bike ability wb 27th March—details for follow  

Easter Service in Church Thursday 30th March at 2pm  

Y1 Hilliers trip Weds 19th April  

Sun safety day Friday 5th May  

Y6 SATS Tues 8th to Fri 12th May 

Walk to School Week wb 15h May 

Class Group Photos Monday 5th June 

Y6 Fire service visit school  Thurs 8th June 

Y4 Stubbington residential  wb 12th June  

Y6 Winchester Cathedral Diocesan event  Tues 13th June 

Y5 swimming—afternoons wb 5 June, 12 June, 19 June 

Diversity week wb 19 June 

Sports mornings Summer term  

We are planning to have sports 

mornings  again in the summer  

where parents are invited to watch.   

Year R, 1 and 2  

Friday 16th June 9.15 to 10.15am 

please note date change from original 

date of 9th June.  

Year 3,4,5,6  

Friday 30th June 9.15 to 10.15am 

More details to follow nearer the 

time. 

Phones and smart watches  

Children should not have their smartphone or smart watch with them during lesson time or in their bag in 

the  cloakroom.  

There are some children in Y5/6 who walk home on their own and they hand their smart phone/watch to 

the office team in the morning. They are asked to sign, along with their parents, an agreement about the 

acceptable use of the phone.  

Transfer day Wednesday 5th July  

This is when all the children will move 

up to their new class  for the day  and 

most of Y6 go to their new secondary 

school.  

There will be more details nearer the 

time  and we will help to support        

children anxious about the change.  

Basics Bank Donations.  We are continuing to  collect donations for the City Mission Basics Food 

Bank. The collection box will be just inside the main reception door.   

Please donate, if you are able to do so, especially non perishable foods and toiletries.  



Y6 Leavers’  Events  July 2023 

Y6 parents—please add these events to your diary  

Y6 Leavers’ Service at the Church at 2pm on Thursday 20th July  

Y6 Leavers’ BBQ event 6pm to 8pm on Thursday 20th July  

Y6 Leavers’ show Tuesday 18th July 1.45pm and 6.30pm 

Children’s Mental Health week wb 14th February 

This week the children will be working on a variety of activities to develop strategies to support their 

positive mental health.  This is a very important theme  and means that children can start to          

understand how they are feeling.  

To link in with this we have added our updated policy for ‘Children’s Wellbeing and Positive Mental 

Health to the website. Please follow the link to see the full policy.  https://

www.bitterneceprimary.net/mental-health-wellbeing/  

If you ever have any  concerns over your child’s mental health, please do speak to Miss Allen, so we 

can work together to support your child. This may include making a referral to the local Mental 

Health Support Team. (MHST) who can provide excellent support for  children and families. The 

feedback we have had from families about MHST has been extremely positive.  

 

Medical appointments 

Please ensure planned non emergency medical   

appointments are made out of school hours.  

If an appointment with a specialist has to take 

place  during the day, please provide the appoint-

ment card or letter to the office for our  records.  

Regular dental check ups should always be booked 

for after school or during the school holidays. 

Holidays  Please check term dates before booking 

holidays. Holidays in term time could result in a 

penalty notice of £60 per parent per child if the 

number of days absent reaches the threshold.  

World Book day  Friday 3rd March 

We will be celebrating World Book day by inviting 

children to come dressed as a character from a 

book. On the day each year group will have a focus 

on a special book and do activities linked to this one 

book.  

Emergency contact details  

We would  like to have at least 2 emergency contacts that work for every child  in school.  It is very 

important in an emergency that we can contact you quickly. If you or a contact have changed phone 

numbers, please let the office know.   



 

 Social media  and Internet Safety   

Safer Internet Day  
This half term we have marked Safer Internet Day.  This year's theme is 'Want To Talk About It.'  We 
have shared with the children that the Internet is an amazing place but we need to know how to 
stay safe and who to talk to if we are worried.  The children have discussed how to use the 
Internet safely and responsibly, making good choices and keeping themselves safe.  Please 
remember to look at our website if you require support with helping your child to stay safe online.  
 
Parent online training videos– I hope you are finding the weekly online videos from Online Safety 
Consultant Alan Mackenzie useful.  After the final video we will be sending out a survey  on what 
you found most useful and what you would like to know more about.  
 
Social media -As more children have smart phones and watches, we are finding that sometimes 

children are accessing various social media sites. Not all of what is being said on the group chats or 

on the sites is acceptable  and children are coming to school upset or anxious about what they or 

others have said online. Often the children have said something that they would never have said 

face to face.  

I completely understand that it is your decision as parents what you allow and don’t allow your child 

to access out of school. However, it is useful for parents to know that for most of the social media 

sites the age limit is 13 or even 16 to help protect children.  

 

For example,  the WhatsApp age limit is currently 16 to register. WhatsApp online guidance is very 

clear  that creating an account with false information is a violation of their terms and registering an 

account on behalf of someone who is underage is also a violation of their terms.  

WhatsApp will delete accounts for anyone under the age of 16  where this is proved. More details  

at https://faq.whatsapp.com/general/security-and-privacy/minimum-age-to-use-whatsapp/?lang=en If social media 

issues are impacting on relationships in school, the school will contact parents to make you aware. 

As parents you have the choice to block others, delete your child’s  account or if  your child is 

constantly receiving unkind messages talk to the police about cyber bullying.  

Birthdays– sweets and cakes—We ask that you do 
not ask us to distribute sweets/cakes to your 

child’s class when it is their birthday.  

We can not take responsibility for this and we have 
a lot of children in school with food allergies and 

diabetes.  

Please save this for your child’s party  rather than 
sending items to school, as we will unfortunately 

have to return them to you.  

Lunchboxes   

Please remember to not put nut based food in 

your child’s lunchbox, this includes Nutella or 

nut based snack bars.  

We have some children in school who have a 

highly sensitive Nut Allergy.  

Thank you 

https://faq.whatsapp.com/general/security-and-privacy/minimum-age-to-use-whatsapp/?lang=en


 

Bitterne Friends PTA events  

I have met with Steve Jones (Chair of the PTA) and we have agreed some dates for events for the sum-

mer term.  Please add these to your diary  

 

Disco Friday 19th May– more details to follow  

Year R and  1  4.30pm to 5.15pm  

Year 2, 3 and 4  5.30pm to 6.30pm 

Year 5 and 6  6.45pm to 7.45pm  

 

Summer Fayre  

We are delighted to have the return of the Summer Fayre. More details to follow. We will be looking 

for lots of volunteers to make the day a success. This will involve helping with the planning and      

preparation, setting up on the day, running stalls and clearing away.  

The Summer Fayre  will be on Saturday 1st July 11am to 1pm.  

 Please add this date to your diary  

 Play Leaders 

We are delighted to announce the first group of child play leaders have been introduced at lunch 
time. Our play leaders are introducing new and different games to the playground and teaching 
other children how to play these rules fairly and appropriately. These children were successful in 
applying for the role and have received special leadership training from Mr Beckingham, the 
leader of Learning Through Sport, our Games provider.  

Mr Vickers, our Games teacher, will be supporting children in leading these games and  making 
best use of the playground equipment.  At first, this will only be to Key Stage 2, as the Year 6 peer 
mediators are already in place at Key Stage 1 and are doing a magnificent job. We are looking 
forward to ball games, such as basketball and cricket, coming in future weeks.  

These children should all be extremely proud of their new role. They are a role model to other 
younger children in how to play fairly and be kind. They uphold our values of Love, Trust and 
Forgiveness at all times. 

Once we embed our first group of play leaders, we will be looking to train up a future group for 
Key Stage 1 lunch times.  

Congratulations to the following children: 

Year 5 Matthew A, Maria B, Julie B, Freya C, Isabelle H, Lily H, Olivia O, Zeke M, Jessica P, Evie P, 

Aaron R, Bella R, Olly T, Kendall T, Ava W, Chloe W 

Year 6 Amelie F, Sam H, Keevy J, Ibrahim N, Sam N, Oscar P 


