
 

 

 

Newsletter End of Year July 2022 (8th Edition) 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It has been another very challenging and unusual year for everyone.  I continue to be incredibly 

impressed at the way that our children have adapted to whatever has happened and continued to work 

hard with such positive attitudes in school.  The staff have also been amazing and have gone above 

and beyond over the year and showed determination to do the best for the children’s wellbeing and 

learning. I would like to publicly thank every member of staff for their positive resilience over this year.  

I would like to thank our wonderful parents for all their support over the year.  

I hope every family has a fantastic safe summer. I look forward to welcoming you all back on Monday 

5th September.  Mr Peterson.  

Staffing updates 

At the end of this term, we say farewell to Miss Matthews (YR teacher), Miss Lloyd (Y1 teacher), Mrs 

Lloyd (TA), Mr Porter (TA), Mrs Williams (Cleaner)  and Mr Aslani (Breakfast Club Supervisor). I 

would like to thank them all for their hard work over their time at Bitterne CE Primary and the difference 

they have made to the children over the years. Please join me in wishing them all the very best for the 

future.  

Also for the next year, I have agreed with governors that I will work 4 days for the coming year. I will 

normally not be in school on a Friday. I have given this a great deal of thought and am still 100% 

committed to doing my very best for the whole school community, but  for a number of reasons, moving 

to working 4 days seems right for me at this moment in time. Miss Allen has kindly agreed to step up to 

be in charge on the day when I am not in school.  

Morning Gates and Entrances in September– We increased the time that gates were open during 

Covid to help reduce congestion on the playgrounds. From September, the gates will open just before 

8.30am, as usual, but will close at 8.40am. Please make sure your child arrives before 8.40am.  

Peartree and Brownlow Gates are for entry and exit while Oakley John Gate will remain as exit only.  

We will send out a video before term starts to show the route to your child’s entry / exit doors. However, in 

the meantime the entry and exits are listed below.  

Year R enter/exit via the classroom door at the bottom of the KS1 steps. 

Year 1 and Year 2 will enter via the KS1 playground door. Year 2 will exit from this door while Y1 will exit 

from  their class door.  

Year 3 and Year 6 will enter by the door by the music room.  Year 3 will also exit from this door while 

Year 6 will exit from their class doors.  

Year 4 and Year 5 will enter by the door under the canopy into KS1 playground. Year 4 will also exit from 

this door while Year 5 will exit from their class doors.  

There will be staff on the playground on the first Monday to help direct you to the correct door.  



 

 

 

 

 

Out and About  There had been a great deal of learning off site this term.– Y6 Paulton’s 

Park, YR Beaulieu Education Centre, Y1 Milestones Museum, Y2 Marwell Zoo, Y4 

Stubbington residential, Y6 Winchester Cathedral Diocesan Leavers’ Service, Y3 Butser 

Ancient Farm and Y5 swimming at Bitterne Leisure Centre for 3 weeks every afternoon. Doing 

these learning activities create memories that your children will remember forever.  

Thank you to the teaching and office team for all the organisation that goes into each trip. 

Thank you also to our amazing parent helpers. Without the support of parents, through your 

financial contributions  and supervising on the day, we would not be able to run these trips.  

 City Catering meal costs  

The cost for a paid hot dinner in September will remain at £2.50 per day. This is superb value 

for a hearty hot dinner in these times of rising prices everywhere else.  This is only for paid 

dinners in KS2, as children in years R ,1 and 2  will continue to be provided with a free hot 

dinner every day. Please  click on the link to see the menus  

https://www.citycateringsouthampton.co.uk/schoolmenus 

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, such as Universal Credit, you may be entitled to ‘Free 

School meals’. You would just have to let us have your National Insurance number, full name 

and date of birth and we can do a quick and easy check.  If you are eligible this will also give 

you access to a school holiday food voucher (£30) to help provide lunches for your child, free 

holiday play schemes  and other in-school benefits for  your child and family. See below 

School Security over the summer  

If you are passing the school over the summer and see any 

intruders in the grounds, please ring 101 to inform the local 

police. Thank you  

INSET days for next year.  

The INSET days for the new  academic 

year 2022-2023 will be  

Thursday 1st September 2022 

Friday 2nd September 2022 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Friday 17th March 2023 

Friday 26th May 2023 

 Holiday Activity Fund 

If your child is eligible for benefits linked to ‘Free School Meals’ They can attend a holiday 

activity scheme which will provide fun things for the children to do for 4 hours a day over a 4 

week period. Every parent whose child is eligible has been sent a flyer with details to book the 

sessions.  Eligible families will also receive  a voucher (equivalent to £30)  to support families 

to provide  healthy lunches over the holiday period.  Please visit the website below for more 

details and for booking activities. 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/schools-learning/support-education/haf/ 

If you need any help registering, please do contact the school office.   

Water Aid cake sale Y5 

Congratulations  to Elise B , Molly B, Emily C and Holly H from 

Y5 for coming up with the idea  and then organising  the 

recent cake sale to raise money for Water Aid.  They managed 

to raise an amazing £140. We are all very proud of what they 

achieved.  



 

 

 

 

 

 PTA  Bitterne Friends United Thank you Message 

Firstly, a huge THANK YOU to the Friends PTA team (Maria Bowers, Helen Tomkies and 

Rosie Gloyne) for all their hard work over the last few years as Chair, Treasurer and 

Secretary for the Bitterne Friends PTA. Their efforts and those of the wider PTA are very 

much appreciated.  

As you will have seen in their recent letter, we are looking for parents to take on the key 3 

roles and also be part of the committee.  This is why there is an EGM on Thursday 15th 

September from 7.30pm in Holy Saviour Church rooms.  If we are not able to fill these roles, 

sadly the PTA will end. If you are interested, please contact Maria, Helen or Rosie for further 

details. Please come to the meeting, if you are able to.  

Sports morning  
It was wonderful to be able to invite parents  and carers in for the KS1 and KS2 sports 
mornings for the first time in 3 years.  There was a lovely atmosphere on the playgrounds, 
and the children all competed with such enthusiasm.  
 The final scores were:- 
KS1—Brownlow 629, Brook 668, Maytree 697 and Pound 723 
KS2—Pound 1137, Brownlow 1,146, Brook 1,150 and Maytree 1,234 
 
Overall combined scores mean 4th Brownlow, 3rd Brook, 2nd Pound and 1st Maytree 
Congratulations to Maytree and to everyone who took part.  

Goodbye Y6  

I would like to wish Year 6 the very best, as they start secondary school. As the children are 

going to  a variety of different secondary schools, these last few days will be their last time as 

a group together. The last few years have been very challenging, but the children have risen 

to overcome every barrier and have continued to make pleasing progress  and have grown 

into loving, trusting and forgiving young people.  We will miss them, but they are now ready 

for the next stage of their learning. I hope they all have happy memories of their time at 

Bitterne CE Primary.  

Diversity Week During our recent Diversity Week, we shared refugee stories with the 

children to help them understand the reasons why some people seek sanctuary in other 

countries.  In key stage 2 classes, the children also looked at how refugees had been helped 

and compared their experiences.  As part of being a school of sanctuary, the children made 

suggestions about what they could do to help a refugee if they came to our school and 

recorded what these acts of kindness could be.  We focused on how we are all different, 

but we can make others feel welcome. Each child created a flag for a country in the world 

which will be joined together in the shape of a heart to show that everyone around the world 

is in our hearts. 

Y6 Leavers’ production—Pirates of the Curry Bean  

Y6 were amazing in their performance. It was lovely to see such confidence. The children 

and the audiences really enjoyed themselves. There will be a video available just for Y6 

parents via a private channel  for anyone unable to attend.  Thank you to the Y6 team for 

also working so hard to guide and direct our performers throughout rehearsals.  



 

 

 

 

 

 Uniform—Please alos refer to the Uniform infographic sent with this newsletter.  

As we start the new year, we are reminding all parents about our agreed school uniform . All children 

are required to wear school uniform.  This gives the children and the school a sense of identity. 

Where a child is not coming to school in the uniform set out below or the correct PE kit, we will be 

contacting parents to find out why.  If this is due to the cost, we may be able to help with some of our 

high quality pre loved items.   

  

Our School Uniform Policy– We have chosen clothing that can be purchased easily from general High 

Street retailers, as well as from Skoolkit uniform supplier.  

Sweatshirt or cardigan.  Navy blue (plain or with school logo).  This should not be a hooded top. 

Shirt / Blouse / Polo shirt.  Plain material, pale blue or white. 

Skirts/Skorts.  Navy blue, grey, black or school style pinafore dress/ school playsuit in gingham 

blue 

Trousers/ shorts.  Navy blue, grey or black. 

Shoes.  Sensible strong black shoes – This should not be bright coloured training shoes.   

(The children are allowed to wear sturdy black / white sandals during the summer term) 

PE kit.  Navy blue or black shorts and plain white T Shirt, plimsolls or trainers. During cold 

weather in the winter, children may wear a plain dark coloured tracksuit to keep warm.  

Children will still be coming to school wearing their PE kit on PE days. We will let you know the 

days for PE  in September, but they must wear school PE kit on these days.  

You can order direct from our supplier by visiting; 

http://www.skoolkit.co.uk/ 

You can also purchase uniform from the Skoolkit retail store in Eastleigh. 

Please ensure that all school clothing is clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

In an emergency, when a child is unable to wear school uniform or school shoes, parents should 

contact the office to explain the reasons why.  If a child regularly comes to school without the correct 

uniform / PE or shoes, a letter will be sent home reminding parents of the permitted uniform. 

Where a child, has extra sensory needs or a disability, we will work with individual families to agree a 

specific style that is comfortable and appropriate for the individual child   

School Streets  
Thank you to the staff and volunteers  for making the School Street so successful—Mr 
James, Mrs Horan, Mr Muehlnickel, Mrs Wallace and Mrs Gloyne  and Councillor Keogh. 
Brownlow avenue is much safer  at the start and end of the day. We are looking to continue 
our School Street in the new term. We would love some more volunteers , even for just one 
session as week . If you volunteer for the morning session  your child can go to breakfast club 
for free on that day. If you volunteer for 2 afternoon sessions, your child can go to one of the 
afterschool clubs for free. Please also ask grandparents, if they could help . Thank you.  


