
 

 

 

Newsletter no. 5 April  2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are coming to the end of another term. It has continued to be a challenge dealing with high pupil and staff 
absences due to Covid.  This is only possible due to the mammoth effort that the whole staff team have made to 
adapt and go above and beyond to ensure the school continues to run smoothly. The staff team at school are 
amazing, and I cant praise them highly enough for what they do each and every day  to keep your child safe, 
happy and learning well.  

 

Recently, I sent out the latest Covid guidance that started on 1st April.  The key summary points  are again 
copied below.  

• children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a 
high temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

• adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people 
for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and young people aged 18 and under, the 
advice will be 3 days. Please turn over for the link to the updated Covid symptoms list.  

It has been great getting back to near normal in school, Collective Worship with everyone together in the halls is 
lovely and has a special atmosphere. We have really missed being able to come together, as a whole school, over 
the last few years.  

 

Extra bank holiday Queen’s Jubilee. Please remember that  Monday 2nd May and Tuesday 3rd May are bank 
holidays for us in school.   As an one-off, we have been allowed to include an extra bank holiday that would have 
fallen in half term.  As with most SCC schools, this will be on Tuesday 3rd May.  I hope you all get to have a 
relaxing and restful Easter break and school opens again after Easter on Monday 25th April.  

Active Learning  and out and about  

 We have continued to plan in off site trips to en-

hance the children’s learning. Y5 visited Intech in 

Winchester and had a great time with all the hands-

on science activities.  

Meanwhile, Y4 had an equally successful trip to the 

Mary Rose in Portsmouth. 

 Year R had a visit from Mill Cottage Farm who 

brought a range of farm animals to school. Year R 

were also fascinated when the eggs arrived and 

watched as the chicks hatched and started to grow. 

 City Mission in Y2,3,4  

Staffing Update  

Mr Hunter has now joined the team as a Teaching 

Assistant  and Mrs Muehlnickel has joined us as a part 

time HLTA. Welcome to both.  

Sadly we are saying goodbye to Mrs Symonds (TA). 

We all wish her the very best in her new job and 

thank her for everything she has done.  

 Sadly Miss Wren from the office will also be 

leaving us shortly after Easter.  We all wish her the 

very best in her new job and thank her for everything 

she has done to support the children and families in 

her role on front desk. 

  



 

PLEASE—No Parking in Brownlow Avenue outside the school  

It is not acceptable to park on the zig zags or single yellow lines.  

New Head of Kitchen– City Catering  
 
I am delighted that Becky Biggs is now confirmed as our new Head of Kitchen.  The quality 
of the food and size of portions are superb. Becky and the team are doing an amazing job.  
 
We hope that even more children in Year R,1 and 2 will order a school meal. This is free for 
all children in these year groups.  
 
The cost  for children in KS2 who are not eligible for Free School Meals remains at £2.50.  
 
If you need to see the menu choices just download the Lunchero APP to your phone 
(APPstore-Apple or Playstore-android) and enter Bitterne CE Primary to see our daily menu 
choices.  
 
If you claim Universal Credit or some other benefits, you might be eligible for benefits related 
‘Free School Meals’, please contact Clare Horan in the office or email –
info@bitterneceprimary.net   We can do a quick check once we have the National Insurance 
number and date of birth of the parent claiming Universal Credit.  Once we know you are  
entitled to FSM there are also other ways we can support your child in school and your   
family.  
 
City Catering always welcome the views of children and parents. You can do this by clicking 
on the link below  

https://www.citycateringsouthampton.co.uk/feedback  

Updated NHS COVID-19 symptoms lists 

The NHS COVID-19 symptoms in adults and symptoms in children have been updated. 

Adults and children who have symptoms of a respiratory infection, including COVID-19, should follow 
the UKHSA guidance. Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature 
should stay at home and avoid contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to 
school, college or childcare and resume normal activities when they no longer have a high 
temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

Upcoming dates 

Start of the summer term Monday 25th April.  

Mental Health week week beginning 9th May 

Y6 SATS  Monday 9th to Thursday 12th May 

Walk to School Week week beginning 16th May 

INSET day  Friday 27th May  

Diversity Week week beginning 20th June 

KS1 Sports morning Friday 10th June 9.15am and KS2 Sports morning Friday 1st July 

9.15am  

https://www.citycateringsouthampton.co.uk/feedback
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 Parents' evening feedback 
It was lovely to be able to welcome parents back into school for the recent face to face meetings. I 
know from speaking to parents, how much they enjoyed looking through their child’s work books.  
There were 60 responses to the online survey  and the results were very positive. 
100% of parents agreed or strongly agreed  their child has been taught well since September(78% 
strongly agreeing) 
97% agreed or strongly agreed their child is making good progress in reading (75% strongly agree)  
97% agreed or strongly agreed their child’s handwriting had improved (83% strongly agree) 
97% agreed or strongly agreed that their child was making good progress in writing (72% strongly 
agree) 
95% agreed or strongly agreed that their child was making good progress in maths (67% strongly 
agree)  
93% agreed or strongly agreed that they were happy with their child’s experience at school since 
September. (75% strongly agreeing)  
 
 

Neurodiversity week This was the first time we held 

this theme week.  It aimed to make children more 

aware of ADHD, autism and Down’s Sydrome. 

Thank you to some of our parents for being involved 

in planning and delivery of the activities over the 

week and also to Mrs Bailey for leading in school. 

This really helped all the children understand what 

challenges some of our children face every day  

INSET days for 2022– 2023– next  school year  

Thursday 1st September 2022 

 Friday 2nd  September 2022 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Friday 17th March 2023 

Friday 26th May 2023 

Medical appointments 

We ask that, where possible, planned non         

emergency appointments for medical reasons 

are not made during the school day.  

If an appointment with a specialist has to take 

place  during the day, please provide the            

appointment card or letter to the office for our  

records.  

Regular dental check ups should always be 

booked for after school or during the school  

holidays and not made during the school day.  

Big Walk and Wheel  

Thank you to everyone who walked or rode to 

school over the last few weeks. We have collected 

and submitted our data. You did a great job as we 

were ranked 735th out of  all  the schools in the 

whole country.  

 Please do keep walking, scooting or cycling to 

school as much as you can.  

Emergency contact details  

We would  like to have at least 2 emergency contacts that work for every child  in school.  It is very important 

in an emergency that we can contact you. If you or a contact have changed phone numbers, please let the 

office know.   

World Book Day 4th March  

Thank you to everyone who came in  dressed as 

a book character for World Book day.  Everyone 

looked amazing! I know everyone had fun with a 

variety of book  activities on the day.  


