
 

 

 

Newsletter no. 4 February 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We are now at the half way point of the year. It only seems a short while ago that we were welcoming our new 

Year R children in September. Now they are so settled and used to school and making superb progress.  

It is great to see what the children across the school are doing. 

 

This half term has been challenging for everyone, as we deal with the ongoing impact of Covid. I would like to 

thank you all for your continued support. I would also like to thank the whole staff team, who have been going 

above and beyond to cover for absent colleagues while keeping children safe, happy and learning well.  

 

I would like to wish you all a good half term break. 

  

 Staffing update   

Sadly, we recently said goodbye to Mr Stocks  

who always worked incredibly hard in the school 

over many years in a variety of roles. Mrs Szigeti-

Pal, who is currently on maternity leave,  has   

decided to stay at home and will not be            

returning to school.  They will both be greatly 

missed, and  we wish them the very best for the 

future.  Mrs Rasiak has started her maternity 

leave, and we are looking forward to hearing her 

exciting news about the arrival of her baby soon.  

Remaining INSET days this academic year  

 Friday 18th March 2022 

 Friday 27th May 2022 

Extra bank holiday—school closed  

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

September 2022 INSET days  

Thursday 1st September 2022 

Friday 2nd September  2022 

School opens for children on Monday 5th September.  

Proposed INSET days for 2023 

Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

Friday 17th March 2023 

Friday 26th May 2023 

Y1 Hilliers  Visit– Y1 finally got to go on their 

rescheduled trip to Hillier’s Arboretum. They had 

great weather and a fantastic day of learning 

outside. The children were superb  and really 

enjoyed their day out and about.  

Y6 Leavers’  Events  

We are planning that the Y6 Leavers’ events in 

July 2022 will go ahead as usual.  

Y6 Leavers’ Service at the Church at 2pm on 

Thursday 21st July  

Y6 Leavers’ BBQ event 6pm to 8pm on Thursday 

21st July  

Y6 Leavers’ show Tuesday 19th July 1.45pm and 

6.30pm 



 

No Parking in Brownlow Avenue outside the school  

It is not acceptable to park on the zig zags or single yellow lines.  

Up coming dates 

YR Farm in school  Monday 7 March 

YR Living Eggs arrive Monday 7 March  

World Book Day Friday 4 March–  come dressed in book 

character costumes (non uniform)   

Y5 INTECH Winchester visit Monday 14th March 

Y4 Mary Rose visit Thursday 17 March 

‘Big walk and Wheel’ week wb 21st March  

Easter Service in Church Friday 8 April at 2pm  

Y6 Winchester Cathedral Diocesan event  Thursday 16th 

June 

Sun safety day Friday 6th May  

Mental Health Week wb 9th May 

Y6 SATS wb 9th May 

Walk to School Week wb 16th May 

Class Group Photos Monday 6th June—check  

Y4 Stubbington residential  wb 13th June  

Y5 swimming—afternoons wb 13 June, 20 June, 27 June 

Diversity week wb 20 June 

Sports mornings Summer term  

We are planning to have sports 

mornings  again in the summer  

where parents are invited to watch.   

Year R, 1 and 2  

Friday 10th June 9.15am to 10.15am  

Year 3,4,5,6  

Friday 1st July 9.15am to 10.15am 

 

More details to follow nearer the 

time. 

Phones and smart watches  

Children should not have their smartphone or smart watch with them during lesson time or in their bag in 

the  cloakroom.  

There are some children in Y5/6 who walk home on their own and they hand their smart phone/watch to 

the office team during the day. They are asked to sign, along with their parents, an agreement about the 

acceptable use of the phone.  

Transfer day Wednesday 6th July  

This is when all the children will move 

up to their new class  for the day  and 

most of Y6 go to their new secondary 

school.  

There will be more details nearer the 

time  and will help to support        

children anxious about the change.  

Basics Bank Donations.  I am really pleased that we are re starting collecting donations for the City 

Mission Basics Food Bank. The collection box will be just inside the main reception door.   

Please donate, if you are able to do so, especially non perishable foods and toiletries.  



Neurodiversity week wb 14th March This is a new theme week. We are planning for  this week to have a focus 

on autism , ADHD and Down’s Syndrome. Children will have presentations  that are age appropriate to help 

them increase their understanding  and what it means to be an inclusive school for everyone.  

 We are hoping that some parents will be able to create videos to help us all understand what it is like for     

children with autism, ADHD or Down’s Syndrome in their family.  Some older children may also wish to speak to 

their class about living with any of the above.  

Mrs Bailey, SENDCO, is leading the planning for this week. If you would like to be involved in any way, please do 

contact her.  

Children’s Mental Health week wb 14th February 

This week the children will be working on a variety of activities to develop strategies to support their positive mental 

health.  This is a very important theme  and means that children can start to understand how they are feeling. To link in 

with this we have added our updated policy for ‘Children’s Wellbeing and Positive Mental Health to the website. Please 

follow the link to see the full policy.  https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/mental-health-wellbeing/ If you ever have any  

concerns over your child’s mental health, please do speak to Miss Allen, so we can work together to support your child. 

This may include making a referral to the local Mental Health Support Team.( MHST) who can provide excellent support 

for  children and families. The feedback we have had from families about MHST has been extremely positive.  

Welcome to our new governors 

The governors of the school do a fantastic job behind the scenes to ensure the children are happy, safe and 

learning well  and  that leaders and teachers continue to provide the best education possible.  

 We are delighted  we have 2 new governors.  

Mr Matthew Proctor has been appointed, as a Parent Governor, and Mr Hermann Trepesch, as a Co-opted 

Governor.  Both bring a great deal of experience to the Governing Body  and will jointly take on the 

nominated Safeguarding Governor role.  

Medical appointments 

We ask that, where possible, planned non         

emergency appointments for medical reasons are 

made out of school hours.  

If an appointment with a specialist has to take 

place  during the day, please provide the appoint-

ment card or letter to the office for our  records.  

Regular dental check ups should always be booked 

for after school or during the school holidays. 

Holidays  Please check term dates before booking 

holidays. Holidays in term time could result in a 

penalty notice of £60 per parent per child if the 

number of days absent reaches the threshold.  

World Book day  Thursday 5th March  

We will be celebrating World Book day by inviting 

children to come dressed as a character from a 

book. On the day each year group will have a focus 

on a special book and do activities linked to this one 

book.  

Emergency contact details  

We would  like to have at least 2 emergency contacts that work for every child  in school.  It is very important 

in an emergency that we can contact you quickly. If you or a contact have changed phone numbers, please 

let the office know.   



 

 Social media   and Internet Safety Week  

Safer Internet Week 
The children have engaged really well during this week (24th January) exploring respect and 

relationships online.  Starting with an assembly, the children have then gone on to complete 

activities in their year groups learning more about safe and unsafe behaviours online.  The 

information shared with the children will continue to be revisited during their computing lessons 

throughout the year.  Please remember to look at the school’s website if you require further support 

with online safety or talk to the class teachers. 

As more children have smart phones and watches, we are finding that sometimes children are      

accessing various social media sites. Not all of what is being said on the group chats or on the sites is 

acceptable  and children are coming to school upset or anxious about what they or others have said 

online. Often the children have said something that they would never have said face to face.  

I completely understand that it is your decision as parents what you allow and don’t allow your child 

to access out of school. However, it is useful for parents to know that for most of the social media 

sites the age limit is 13 or even 16 to help protect children.  

 For example,  the WhatsApp age limit is currently 16 to register. WhatsApp online guidance is very 

clear  that creating an account with false information is a violation of their terms and registering an 

account on behalf of someone who is underage is also a violation of their terms.  

WhatsApp will delete accounts for anyone under the age of 16  where this is proved. More details  

at https://faq.whatsapp.com/general/security-and-privacy/minimum-age-to-use-whatsapp/?lang=en If social media 

issues are impacting on relationships in school, the school will contact parents to make you aware . 

As parents you have the choice to block others, delete your child’s  account or if  your child is 

constantly receiving unkind messages talk to the police about cyber bullying.  

 

Donations for Year R—help to promote writing  

The Year R team are part of a project to promote 

boys’ writing. The team want to encourage all    

children, but especially boys, to  want to write in lots 

of fun activities.   If you have any old/unwanted 

items below that are in good condition, please send 

them in for Year R to use.  

• old lunch boxes  

• Pencils and pens  

• Art easels 

• Writing paper and old notebooks 

• Unwanted material  

• Wellington boots and umbrellas 

Lunchboxes  Please remember to not put nut 

based food in your child’s lunchbox, this 

includes Nutella or nut based snack bars. We 

have some children in school who have a 

highly sensitive Nut Allergy. Thank you 

Birthdays– sweets and cakes  

We ask that you do not ask us to distribute 
sweets/cakes to your child’s class when it is 

their birthday. We can not take responsibility 
for this and we have a lot of children in school 
with food allergies and diabetes. Please save 

this for your child’s party  rather than sending 
items to school, as we will unfortunately have 

to return them to you.  

https://faq.whatsapp.com/general/security-and-privacy/minimum-age-to-use-whatsapp/?lang=en

