
 

 

 

Newsletter no. 3 December 2021 

Happy Christmas  
We are nearly a third of the way through the school year and fast approaching the Christmas break. 

 I am extremely proud of our amazing children. They are working so hard, and it is great to see how much 

progress the children have made since September. 

I am also so proud of the entire staff team who are continuing to go above and beyond in keeping children safe, 

happy and learning well.  

It is  a good time to think back to when your child started in their current class and think about what they have 

achieved since September. This is particularly so for Year R, who have settled in extremely well and achieved so 

much in a short space of time.  

While we still have much uncertainty around Covid,  it is a good time to return to the school’s core Christian 

values of ‘Love, Trust and Forgiveness’. These values continue to underpin all that we aim to do in school, they 

guide every adult and child on how to treat each other every single day. As parents, regardless of your own faith 

and beliefs, you have chosen to send your child to Bitterne CE Primary, so that they can grow into future citizens 

who know how to behave in a loving, trusting and forgiving way.  

I would like to thank all parents an carers for their continued positive support of the school. This is very much 

appreciated. Throughout the term, we have continued to have high staff absence for a variety of reasons and 

your support of the staff team during this time has been much appreciated, Thank you.  

I would like to wish all our families a restful Christmas  in the company of loved ones. I also look forward with 

hope that 2022 will be less disrupted by Covid  than 2021 has been.  Happy Christmas Everyone  

Mr Peterson  

Christmas Dinner  and Christmas Jumper day Friday 10th December 
Children can come to school on Friday 10th December wearing a Christmas jumper. We will not 
be collecting money on the day but ask, if you are able to do so, to donate to the national     
Christmas Jumper Appeal for Save the Children UK. 
 
The Friends PTA are supplying a Christmas cracker for every child. Thank you to them.  
 
We are changing the serving times on this day to help us get all the children to eat in the halls in 
year groups  while also providing time to clean tables between sittings.  
 

The children return to school on Wednesday 5thJanuary  (Tuesday  4th January is 
a planned INSET day)  



 

Prospective parents  of children  starting Year R in September 2022 We recently held some after school 

tours with our amazing Y6 as tour guides. All our new intake information, along with welcome videos,  are on 

the school website. Click on the link below  for some introductory videos. 

https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/year-r-september-2022-admission-information/  

If you have a child starting school in September 2022, please do have a look and pass the link on to anyone 

you know who also has children due to start school in September 2022.  

The deadline for submitting applications online to Southampton City Council is January 15th 2022   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tapestry YR and Seesaw Year 1 to 5 – severe weather or online learning  
 
Please do check you can log in to Tapestry Year R or Seesaw for years 1 to 6.  If you are 
having any difficulty, please let us know.   If due to heavy snow or any furfure impact of Covid, 
children need to work from home, they will need to access the online platforms.  
 
We hope that we do not have severe winter weather next term, but if we do, we will only make 
a decision to close the school based on the health and safety of the children  and staff. This will 
be communicated to parents by email and text as early as possible  and  well before 7.30am 
when breakfast club starts.  

 

Emergency contact details  We would  like to have at least 2 emergency contacts for every child  

in school.  It is very important in an emergency that we can contact you. If you or a contact have 

changed phone numbers, please do let the office know. If we only have one working number, we will 

ask you to provide us with another contact.  

Anti bullying week 15th November — we have marked anti-bullying week with the children 
learning what the term bully means and what to do if they feel they or someone else is being 
bullied.  The focus for the week was ‘One Kind Word’ and the children completed activities to 
support their understanding of the importance and power of a kind word.  It gives me great 
pleasure to let you know that one of our children has won the Virtual School’s anti-bullying 
poster competition.  
 
Road Safety week 22nd November— was spent sharing with the children how to stay safe 
when they are near a road and in particular how to cross a road safely.  The children completed 
fun activities to help them to learn the different roles of ‘Road Safety Heroes’, like a school 
crossing patrol person. They also learnt what they can do to be a ‘Road Safety Hero,’ for 
instance choosing a sensible place to cross a road and wearing a seat belt whilst in a 
car.  Please do ask your children what they have learnt.  

Learning Out and About  
Just before half term, Y6 created fantastic memories  and showed determination and 
perseverance while on their Osmington Bay residential trip. They were also amazing 
ambassadors for Bitterne CE Primary.  A huge thank you to the staff team for giving up their 
week to accompany the children—Miss Allen, Mr Precious, Miss Strange, Mrs Bennett, Mrs 
Burton and Mr Stocks.  
Year 3 had an action packed time learning about science when they visited INTECH near 
Winchester  Again, the children were superbly behaved. Thank you to our parent volunteers 
who did a great job on the trip too.  
Year 6 recently completed their Bikeability unit. This gives them important skills  and road safety 

knowledge when riding their bike. 

Year 2 very much enjoyed and learnt a lot from their recent professional workshop as they are 

studying  Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole as part of their history unit.  

https://www.bitterneceprimary.net/year-r-september-2022-admission-information/


 

Remaining INSET days for 2022 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Friday 18th March 2022 

Friday 27th May 2022 

Other dates-  

Wb 24th January—Internet Safety Week 

Wb 7th February– Children’s Mental Health Week  

Friday 4th March 2022 World Book Day – come dressed as a book character.  

Wb 14th March—Neurodiversity Week  

Tuesday 3rd May 2022– Extra bank holiday—school closed 

  All the staff and governors of Bitterne CE Primary 

wish every family a wonderful Christmas and a 

Happy New Year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you all for your amazing support in what has 

been another extraordinary year.  

 


