
 

 

 

Newsletter no. 2 October 2021 

It has been a  very long half term and the children have been working incredibly hard in school.  The staff team 

have done an amazing job since September pulling together to keep things going so well, even with very high 

levels of staff illness. I also wanted to thank you, our parents, for your continued support of the school and staff 

team ,as we are still in challenging times.  I am so proud of what the children have achieved since September, 

and our new Year R children have settled in so wonderfully.   

Congratulations to Mrs Sullivan and her husband on the safe arrival of baby Fred, we  send them all our very 

best wishes.  

Our core Christian values of ‘love, trust and forgiveness‘ are at the heart of all we do.  As you know, we aim for 

every child to be happy, to feel safe and to learn well, and work hard to ensure this for every child. We would 

ask that, even if things don’t always go to plan for you or your child, that you share your concerns with us in a 

respectful and calm manner.  We always listen to what parents tell us and work to try  and resolve things for the 

better.  

Extra Bank Holiday  As you may know, there is an extra bank holiday for 2022 due to the Queen’s Platinum    

Jubilee. This falls in a school holiday and on this occasion the Department for Education  is allowing schools to 

add in this extra bank holiday. Along with most other schools in the city, our extra bank holiday will be Tuesday 

3rd May (directly after the usual May bank holiday date).  

Keeping safe with Covid-19 Thank you everyone for continuing to work hard to minimise the impact of Covid in 

school. We will continue to ventilate, wash hands and take other measures to help keep us all safe. I know it has 

been hard for families who have had Covid-19.  

If children are unwell , we do not expect them to be working from home. However  if a child has Covid and     

becomes well enough to work from home, even for part of the day, please telephone the office to let us know, 

and we will add learning to Seesaw or Tapestry. Teachers will aim to add online learning at the end of the next 

school day. In the meantime, there are some standard lesson plans  for each year group on the website to dip 

into. 

Christmas Dinner  and Christmas Jumper day  

There will be a special Christmas dinner for the children on Friday 10th December. – more details of the menu 

and how to book will follow after half term.  Friday 10th December will also be Christmas Jumper day (non uni-

form) for anyone who wishes to take part.  Rather than bringing money to school, please donate to the national 

campaign, if you wish to. 

Harvest  Service  Thank you to Miss Allen, and Tony and  Barry from Holy Saviour Church. Even though we could 

not all get together at the Church, as we usually do, we were able to come together to give  Harvest thanks. 

Thank you to all our families who were able to make an online donation to the City Mission  or to the   

Namalemba Appeal.  



 

 

 

 

Out and about  
We are starting to plan going offsite for school trips.  
 
Year 6 had a very successful day recently at Marwell Zoo. The children really enjoyed the 
workshop and seeing the animals.  This week most of Year 6 are staying at Osmington Bay  
Activity Centre. They are having a wonderful time with new experiences away from home.  
A massive thank you to the staff who organise and lead the trips, especially with the extra 
work planning for every Covid eventuality while on the trip.  
 
We are working hard to keep the contribution we ask parents to pay for trips as low as       
possible by aiming to stay local. However, with rising transport costs, we are finding the cost 
of trips increasing.  

Restorative Practice.  In school we use restorative practice: 
· To learn ways of helping to resolve a disagreement and repair relationships. 
· To understand how actions and words make another person feel. 
· To find a fair and just way to get along. 
· To seek a way of stopping the same thing from happening again.   
If there has been a disagreement between members of the school, then they will be asked to follow steps to 
resolve the disagreement.  Sometimes calming down time is needed before people are ready to talk.  Occa-
sionally, children will be asked questions individually and responses shared with the children separately. Adults 
and/or Peer Mediators will listen to each person who has concerns by asking them a set list of questions. 
Where needed there will be a consequence, restorative practice is not instead of a sanction but helping to find 
a resolution.   
You may find these questions helpful to use at home. 
Step 1- What happened? 
Each person shares their side of the story without interrupting each   other. 
  
Step 2- What were you thinking at the time? 
Each person shares their thoughts without interrupting each other. 
  
Step 3- How do you feel about it now? 
Each person shares their feelings without interrupting each other. 
  
Step 4- Who do you think has been affected and how? 
Talk about the other children or adults involved and how they might be feeling.  
  
Step 5 - What needs to happen to put things right? 
Each person shares what they think should happen and come to an agreement.  

 School Council  

 A huge well done to everyone who stood for School Council in the recent 

elections. The speeches the children gave were superb  and given with 

such confidence. Year R will vote later this year.  

Our successful School Councillors are:  Valentina 1L, Lyra 1B, Abigail 2B, 

Oscar 2W, Freya 3SC, Elliott 3ST, Archie 4C, Holly 4MC, Ava 5BW,  Matilda 

5W, Honya 6P, Chloe 6S, Joanna—Willow.  

The successful Deputy School Councillors: Kairon 1L, Nicholas 1B, Shae 

2B, Emilia 2W, Jack 3SC, Amelia 3ST, Maria 4C, Ibrahim 5BW, Max 5W, 

Jayden 6P, Jack 6S, Ryan– Willow 

Bitterne Friends PTA  Christmas 

Fayre 

Please note that The Friends 

PTA are not able to run the 

Christmas Fayre this year.   

For those of you who have been 

before, you will understand that 

it can get very crowded with lots 

of close contact in an enclosed 

space.  

Breakfast club  

The main office doors for      

breakfast club open at 7.30am.  

Please avoid arriving before 

7.30am to allow our staff to      

arrive and set up  Thank you 

The children continue to wash 

their hands straight after they 

have entered the building.  



Attendance and Health Matters Thank you all for your support on attendance. It has been very challenging at 

times  this half term. If your child develops a new persistent cough, a high temperature and / or loss of taste 

or smell, they must take a PCR test and not come to school. If your child develops any of these symptoms 

while in school, we will ring you immediately so you can collect your child and book a PCR test. 

Also, as a reminder a Lateral Flow Test or ’LFT’ is a test for people without symptoms, so if your child develops 

symptoms, you should book a PCR test.  Go to 111 online for advice and then, if needed, ring 119 or book a test 

online.  For up to date information, please click on the link below for the Wessex Healthier Together website  

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/popular-topics/coronavirus  

If your child has another illness, that is not Covid related and you would like advice on whether they should or 
can be in school, please click on the link below for guidance. 

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool-1   

Punctuality has also been really good. Thank you for getting your child to school between 8.30am and 8.45am. 

Peartree Gate closes at 8.45am. After this time, entry is via the main office.  When a child’s attendance rate is 

below 90%, they are classified under DFE guidelines as a ‘persistent absentee’. I have to discuss the attendance 

record for children below 90% and the reasons for absence with Steph  Brazier (SCC Education Welfare Officer).  

We know that waiting for a test for a family member can take some time.  Please don’t worry if you are having 

to self isolate by law  as we always take this into account when looking at attendance rates. Only if your child is 

having repeated days off for non Covid related reasons, will we get in contact to offer support, which may in-

clude referring to the school nurse.  

Focus areas for this year  

Our main focus this year is continuing to plug gaps and reverse the impact of lockdown, especially for SEND 
children and those eligible for Pupil Premium. The teachers  have been assessing what the children can and 
can’t do and planning from this baseline across the curriculum, so children catch up and plug any gaps. There is 
more information on our website in the curriculum section. 

Medical appointments 

All planned non- emergency  medical appointments should be made out-

side of school hours, wherever possible. If an appointment with a special-

ist has to take place during the day, please  email the appointment letter 

or card to the school office.  Regular dental check ups should always be 

booked for after school or during the school holidays and not made dur-

ing the school day.  

Requests for leave during term time 

Please check term dates before booking holidays. 

Holidays in term time could still result in a penalty  

notice of £60 per parent per child when the number 

of days reaches the threshold of 5  unauthorised 

days in any 8 week period.   If you are requesting 

leave for a wedding or other planned event, please 

either scan/email or provide a copy of the invita-

tion to the office team.  

Eligible for benefits related Free School Meals?  

If your child is eligible for benefits linked Free 

School Meals (FSM), you will receive a voucher for 

£15 to cover the cost of lunches over half term. 

This is funded by Southampton City Council from 

the Household Support Grant.  If you are in receipt 

of benefits  and think you might be eligible for 

FSM, please do contact the school office, as we can 

check for you. 

IMPORTANT 

Do we have your most up to 

date contact details ?  

Mobile number ? 

 Postal address?  

Email address?  

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/popular-topics/coronavirus
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool-1


 

 

 Jigsaw Puzzle Festival 

Tuesday 26th October to Saturday 30th October 

10.00am-2.00pm at Bitterne United Reformed Church, (above Iceland).  

Hundreds of puzzles on display and to buy.  Light refreshments.  Admission £1.00, free return during 
the week, accompanied children free. 

 

City Catering lunches.  Please remember every child in YR , Y1 and Y2 can book a free hot dinner every 
day.  For the  menu choices please download the Lunchero APP  and enter Bitterne CE Primary.  

Please pay online for KS2 hot dinners using Scopay before your child books a dinner.  

We have been made aware that in exceptional circumstances due to delivery  and supply chain issues there 
might be some times when the menu has to change at short notice. We will let you and the children know as 
soon as we can.  

Thank you to our Governors! 

Governors are all volunteers who want the very best for Bitterne CE Primary. Over the last few disrupted 

years, they   have continued to  attend numerous zoom meetings making sure that  Mr Peterson, along with 

all school staff have been  doing their very best to  keep the children  safe, happy and learning well.  

They are a very dedicated group, led by Mrs Humby as Chair of Governors and Mrs Iles as our new Vice Chair. 

It is a pleasure for me, as headteacher,  to work with such an enthusiastic, determined  and committed     

Governing Body.  On behalf of everyone connected with the school, I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to 

our governors for all they do.  

Breaktime Snacks and Healthy food — Please do not bring in cakes or sweets when it is your child’s birthday 

to give to the rest of the class. We have several children in school with food allergies.  We will respectfully  

return these to you at the end of the day.  Please also make sure that sweets are not included in your child’s 

packed lunch. We actively promote a healthy packed lunch.   

Every child in Year R and KS1 can have a free piece of fruit or veg every day. For children in KS2, we ask that 

children also bring in a healthy snack , this can be fruit, veg, fruit based bars, cereal bars or plain crackers.  

We ask all parents to not send food with nuts in for snack or for packed lunches.  Thank you for your co-

operation.   

 Up and coming dates—please  add to your diary  
 
• Anti bullying week—wb 15th November 
• Children in Need ‘Together We Can’—Friday 19th November non uniform day. More details 

about this will follow shortly.  
• Road Safety week wb 22nd November– children will have sessions on road safety over this week  
• Children’s Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day—Friday 10th December    
• Last day of term — Friday 17th December– we are hoping to hold a Christmas Service at the 

Church at 2pm on this last day.  
 


