
What is…

Wisdom



Is there a difference between…

being wise

and

being clever



What does wisdom mean?

Being wise means having or showing 
experience or knowledge. 

Being wise means that you know something 
because you have seen it or done it 

before.

Clever means to understand 
and learn and apply ideas



Skill

Sense

Tact

Balance

Consider

Impartial

Diplomacy

Judgement

Discernment

Time to investigate

What do these     
words mean?



Skill = to do something well

Sense = a feeling about something
Tact = a sensitivity to deal with others or 

with a difficult issue

Balance = to compare the value of one thing 
with another

Consider = think carefully before 
making a decision

Impartial = treat everyone equally

Diplomacy = dealing with others in a 
sensitive way

Judgement = the ability to decide and come 
to a sensible conclusion

Discernment = the ability to judge well



The foolish and timid rabbit and 
the wise lion



ONCE upon a time, a Rabbit was asleep under a palm-

tree. 

All at once he woke up, and thought: 

"What if the world should break up! 

What then would become of me?" 

At that moment, some Monkeys dropped 

a cocoanut. It fell down on the ground 

just back of the Rabbit. 

Hearing the noise, the Rabbit said to himself: "The 

earth is all breaking up!" 

And he jumped up and ran just as fast as he could, 

without even looking back to see what made the 

noise. 

 



Another Rabbit saw him running, and 
called after him, "What are you running 
so fast for?"
"Don't ask me!" he cried.
But the other Rabbit ran after him, 
begging to know what was the matter.
Then the first Rabbit said: "Don't you 
know? The earth is all breaking up!"
And on he ran, and the second Rabbit ran 
with him.



The next Rabbit they met ran with them when 
he heard that the earth was all breaking up.
One Rabbit after another joined them, until 
there were hundreds of Rabbits running as 
fast as they could go.
They passed a Deer, calling out to him that 
the earth was all breaking up. The Deer then 
ran with them.
The Deer called to a Fox to come along 
because the earth was all breaking up.
On and on they ran, and an Elephant joined 
them.



At last the Lion saw the 

animals running, and heard 

their cry that the earth was 

all breaking up. 

He thought 

there must be some mistake, so he 

ran to the foot of a hill in front of 

them and roared three times. 

This stopped them, for they knew the voice of the 

King of Beasts, and they feared him. 

"Why are you running so fast?" asked the Lion. 

 

 



"Oh, King Lion," they answered him, "the earth is all 

breaking up!" 

"Who saw it breaking up?" asked the Lion. 

"I didn't," said the Elephant. "Ask the Fox--he told 

me about it." 

"I didn't," said the Fox. 

"The Rabbits told me about it," said the Deer. 

One after another of the Rabbits said: "I did not see 

it, but another Rabbit told me about it." 

At last the Lion came to the Rabbit who had first 

said the earth was all breaking up. 



"Is it true that the earth is all breaking up?" the Lion 

asked. 

"Yes, O Lion, it is," said the Rabbit. "I was asleep 

under a palm-tree. I woke up and thought, 'What 

would become of me if the earth should all break 

up?' At that very moment, I heard the sound of the 

earth breaking up, and I ran away." 

"Then," said the Lion, "you and I will go back to the 

place where the earth began to break up, and see 

what is the matter." 



So the Lion put the little Rabbit on his back, and 

away they went like the wind. The other animals 

waited for them at the foot of the hill. 

The Rabbit told the Lion when they 

were near the place where he slept, 

and the Lion saw just where the 

Rabbit had been sleeping. 

He saw, too, the cocoanut that had fallen to the 

ground near by. Then the Lion said to the Rabbit, "It 

must have been the sound of the cocoanut falling to 

the ground that you heard. You foolish Rabbit!" 

And the Lion ran back to the other animals, and told 

them all about it. 

If it had not been for the wise King of Beasts, they 

might be running still. 

 



Think about how you can we be 
wise in what you say?

Share your ideas with a family member



What wise decisions have you made?

Make a list of the wise decisions 
you will make.

What wise decisions will you make?

Make a list of the wise decisions 
you have made.



Do you always listen to the 
wisdom and advice of others?

Who in your life might be wise?

Why is it important to listen to others?



You can share this prayer or 
create your own

Dear Lord

Thank you for the wisdom you 

give me every day.

Today I ask for your wisdom and the 
ability to pass that wisdom on to others.

Help me to work with your wisdom in all I 
do.

Amen


